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Appendix I-2 

TAHOE PROJECT PROPOSAL 


Project Name:  Direct Runoff Monitoring and Load Modeling EIP #: 628 
Lead Agency:  U.S. EPA Contact: Jane Freeman 

Phone Number: 775/588-4547 ext. 248 
Threshold: Water Quality, Soil Email Address: freeman.jane@epa.gov 
Conservation 
Threshold Standard: WQ2-F, WQ5, Total Project Cost:  $250,000/year 
WQ6 

Project Description: 
This project will provide an evaluation of nutrient and sediment loading to Lake Tahoe 
from intervening watershed areas and from developed zones of the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

Describe the purpose and need for the project: 
Although preliminary data indicate that a significant fraction of the total pollutant loading 
to Lake Tahoe comes from developed land use areas, there does not currently exist any 
long-term monitoring program designed to evaluate the trends and patterns of urban 
water quality in the Lake Tahoe Basin. This project will implement a program to address 
these needs as well as the key management questions listed below. 

Describe the goals and objective of the project (For Science & Research Projects describe 
Key Management Questions being addressed): 
KMQ’s: What is the relationship between land-use type and pollutant load?  How is the 
effectiveness of individual projects and cumulative, basin-wide efforts best monitored in 
both the short-term and long term?  What methods are available for reducing sediment 
and nutrient inputs into the lake, and how can the greatest reduction be accomplished in 
the shortest time period? 

Describe the anticipated project accomplishments: 
Many EIP projects are intended to reduce the pollutant load from urban areas. However, 
much of the runoff from these areas does not enter streams, so monitoring of both urban 
and non-urban direct runoff is needed to assess loading characteristics based on land use 
and to track the benefits of EIP implementation. Direct runoff water quality will be 
evaluated in a manner similar to the LTIMP evaluation of stream water quality. This will 
contribute important time-series data on hydrologic conditions and pollutant loading 
sources. Such data will be directly applicable in the Lake Tahoe Basin to project design 
and alternatives analysis. 

Describe the “readiness” of this project to move forward (Environmental 
documentation, etc.) 
Environmental documentation is not required for this project to move forward. A 
preliminary program was funded by California (LRWQCB) as part of its TMDL 
development and implementation plan. Resources are critical at this time to establish a 
program that will help evaluate the effectiveness of the EIP and TMDL implementation. 

1 




SNPLMA Project #: (To be assigned by SNPLMA Administration) 

Describe partnerships for this project. (Include documentation) 
Partners include the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board, the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency, the USEPA, the USGS, and the USFS. Final SOW will be 
developed in collaboration with agency stakeholders and TSAG. 

For Science & Research Projects describe how this project will guide future 
management activities: 
The results from this project will help guide restoration activities and locations, 
demonstrate the benefits of EIP and TMDL implementation, track cumulative loading 
reductions, identify practical baseline conditions and TMDL targets, detect terrestrial 
activities and processes that affect pollutant loading rates, improve source assessments, 
contribute to successful modeling of urban runoff loads, and improve hydrologic 
alternatives analysis in project designs. 

Include an 8 ½ X 11 map depicting the project, or research/study area. 

This project will require a basin-wide distribution of sampling sites, similar to the LTIMP stream 
network program. 
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